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BR) His ancient Kingdome, al- 
Jl | Fe 90x = nan—_ 
 ſhingintheglory and weal: 

M8 of rhe Word, hathbeenſo 
\[E largely. rocompenſed with 
1]. the riches oy the Goſpel, in 
[4 the refarmation and; puriry 
$. of Religion from the abun- 
- dang mercy and-free grace of 
our - G6 » towards 65, ns, thatall che reformed Kirks a- 
bout us, didadmire qur happineſſe, And 
himſelf of hap PPY was <2 4 that roy oure the 
honour to be bon, and a King inthe heſt re- 
formed Kirk in the rorld. Thoſe bleſtings of pure 
doQrine, Chriſtian gavernement, andrighttrame of 
diſcipline we. long enjoyed, as they. were preſcribed 
by Gops own word; whoas the great Maſter of his 
family, left moſt. pertect dizectians, for his own ece- 
ne » and the whole officers of hisbquſc: till the 
A 3 Prelats, 
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Prelats, without calling from Gov, or warrand from 
his poor ire themſelves by their crafrand vio. 
lence uponthe houſe of Gop. Fheir craftic encrie at 
the beginning was diſguiſed under many cautions and 
caveats , which they never obferved, and have pro- 
feſſed ſince , 'they never intended to obſerve, though 
they were ſworn thereto. Their wayes of pramo- 
ving their courſe were ſubtile and cuntiing: as in ab. 
ſtracing the regiſters ofthe Kirk, wherein their go- 
vernment was condemned; in impeding yearly gene- 
rall Aſſemblies, whereunto they were ſybjet and 
comptable; and generally in enfeebling the power of 
the Kirk, and eſtabliſhing the ſame tatally in their 
own perſons:whereby inaſhorttime they made ſuch 
progreſle, that being inveſted inthe primeplacesof 
eſtate, and arming themſelves with the boungfeſſe' 
power'of-the high: Commiſſion','they made them-, 
ſelves lords over Go s inheritance : and'obt of their 
greatneſſe , without any ſhew of order-or Councell, 
without adviſe of the Kirk; but attheir own pleaſure 
enterpriſed to alter and ſubvert the former dorine 
and difcjpline of this Kirk, & introduce many fearfull 
corruptions and innovations , to the utter averthrow 
of religion;andto'make us no lefſe miſerable then we 
were happy before, Theſeprefſling grievances did at 
length awake the good SubjeRts to petition his Maje- 
ſtieand his Councell for redreſſe.” And albeit at laſt, 
after many reiterated ſupplications and long attend- 
ance, his Majeſtic hath been- graciouſly pleaſed to 
grant a free generall Aſſembly ,yet inthe beginning 
by the credit of the Prelates, and heir commodity of 
acceſle, his Royalleare was long ſtopedto our cryes, 
- and wee diſcharged under-the paine of treaſon to 
meet 


(CF 
7 TT any more remonſtrances of our fuſt. 
deſires, 

In this diſtreſſe none other mean, nor hope of 
redreſſe being left, wee had our recourſe to Go », 
who hath thehearts of all Kings and Ruters -in his 
hand; and therefore taking to our heart, that-Go»v 
had juſtly puniſhed us , forthe breach of that natio- 
nall Covenant, made with Gop, in Anno 15 80, 
We thought fitto reconcile our ſelves to him again, 
by renewing the ſame Covenant, And fo, in obe- 
dicnceto his divine Commandement, conforme to 
the praQiſe of the godly in former times, and accor- 
ding tothe laudableexample of our religious Proge- 
nitours , warranted by ads of Councel, weagain rc. 
newed our confeffionof Faith ofthis Kirkand King- 
dome yas a reallteſtimonie of our fadelitie to G o », 
in. bearing-witaefle ro-the truth- of that Religion 
IE wr {worntoadherein Doarine =_ 

iſcipline , of our loyalrie to our Soveraigne, and 
mers. ur! racer cats that cauſe. Which 
Confeſſion ; with a ſenfibte demonſtration of. Go vs: 
bleſſing from heaven , was ſolemalyſworn and ſub-: 
{cribed, by-perſons of all ranks, throughour this- 
Kirk and-Kingdome, with 'a neceſſar explanation 
and application for excluding: the innovations and” 
corruptions introduced in theRefigion ,'and gover-- 
ment ofthis Kirk, ſincethe year15 80. that ſoour: 
oath to Gop might be:clear for maintenance of the 
done and diſcipline then profeſſed and eſtabliſh-- 
cd , and according to'the meaning. of: thar time. 

The happieeffeRs of rhis Qur reſolution and doing, 
have been wonderfull : And fince that rime G © v-s- 

_— A 3 | pow erfull._ 
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erfull handin the gonduc of this: bulineldſe hath 
evidently appeared. For after ſometime ,, upanthe 
continuance of Qur groancs and: ſupplications , our 
graciqus Soyeraigne, was pleaſed; to fend, into this | 
Kivgdome,, The: noble Latd Þa mc = 8 Marques.of 
Hani , &t. with commiſſion to heat and ree 
drefle: aur heawic grievances : who after many. voy» 
ages to his Majeſtic, and long conterences and treat» 
ing with us , necdletſe ro berelated irvthis place, did 
incnd, bycommandement from his Majcitie , indict 
a. free generall Adfembly ro be bolden at G/s/zow thp 
twentic ane of Nguember.laſt, and proclauneda Pars 
liamentto be holdenat Edinburgh the hiftcenth of May 
nexto.come,, for ſetling a perteR.peace in-this Kirk 
and:Kingdome: And further togive full aſſurance ro 
the I Majcſtiedid eq; iotcad.toad+ 
mic ariythange or alterationa rhe trucreligion, ali 
readie.cltablithed and profefied! in this Kingdome 7 

And that all his. good people might bee fully and 
clearly. ſatisfied attherealitic of his. royall intentions 
for the maintenarice-of thetruth and integrtie af :the 
ſaid Religioo , bis Majeftic did jnjoynand command 
allthe Lordsof hisprivie Couacel, Senateurs.of the 

Colledge of Iuſtice,, and albother ſubjets. wharſo. 

ever , to renew.and ſubſcribe the confeſtion of Faith 

farmerly; ſubſcribed by. King.1:a » :z 8. of blefled 
memoric aad* his :houſtiold: in Ame. r 5.810. and 

thereafterby patſons. of all ranks ; in Anas. 1581, by 
ordinance ofthe Councel, 'and ads of the. geacrall 
Aſſembly, andagain ſubſcribed by/all ſorts ofper-- 
ſons dn {am 1590: byancy ord -of:Coun- 
cel; arthe delure/ ofthe! geatrall Afdſembly , —_ 
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band for maintenanceof therrueReligjoh,the Kings 


ofother inthat cauſe:as cheproclimiat!. 

on of indiction,being dated at Oarlivds,the's of Sep. 
tember, publiſhedar the Merciterofle of Edinbwreh , 
the 22. of rhe ſaid moneth , more Fally proporterh. 
| Upenthchearing of which Pr6chmation , Thefe 
who wereatrending at Zdisrburgh , ahd Expetting a 
_ anſwer ©f our former defires, as our of 
en duety they did with all thankfalnefle 4c- 
knowledge his Majeſtigs gracious favour; So out of 
zeal to Go and Religion, they didpromeRt;thar they 
who had by the ke Covenatit 4d 'Conftflton con- 
deleended more ſpecially tothe intigyntiorts and cr- 
rours oftlie time, could or after {6 ſoletine a ſpeci- 
fication;tetutne ro an implicitand moregenerall con. 


feſſton enjoyned , conforine toamandar, apparant! 
along frm penn ng of 
onjand expſiczrioh &applicativn, and 
did moſt y andearneſfy deſire theLotds offiis 


Majeſtiesconmecl, thatthey would not, in dor 
the foriner reaſons , prefſe uponrhe-ſubje&s rhe ſob- 
ſcription ofthis Covenatit , brit that | mighr be 
pleaſed to forcbear their 6wn ſubſcrivitg ofir,in re- 
”—_ of the inconveniences might refalt u their 
ubſcribing thereof, in an am ſenſe; butrheir 
neon 
raining our exphanation, ind bang! ited 
by his Majeſties Conmiſſoner,to febſcribetheCon- 


fefſidn, as it wasdrioven up, aid prefentrd tothem, 


withoitt out , with a-gencrall band for 
maintchance of the Religion-in Dodrihe and Dil. 
ciptine now preferielyptoBeſt, -and'of his Majeſtic 
dolfes) | | perion 
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(8) 
perſon, leaſt theſe words ( now preſenth ) in 
pap x 658. ſhould inferre any a ionof 
6 + qe oe , introduced fince the year 1580. 
whereof many did juſtly complaine, after deliberati- 
on for removing ofthis ſcruple and prejudice, and 
clearing ofthcir own meaning they cauſed make an 
a& of councel that their ſwearing and ſubſcribing of 
the confeſſion of Faith was according to the tennour 
and date the ſecond of cAtareh 1580. accordingas ir 
was then profeſt withinrhis nn whereupon 
they ache ne. being conhdent that the geae- 
rall Aſſembly then indiged, would remove any 
doubrand differ which mightariſe ancntthe meani 
and interpretation of the confeſſion of Faith , | 
clear what was profeſt inthe year 1580, Yet ſome 
having ſubſcribed that Covenant in different ſenſes, 
others forebearingto ſubſcribe the ſame, as ſome of 
the Lords of Seſſion, ull rhe Aſſembly ſhoulddeclare 
the genuine and truemeaning of the Confeflion , up- 
on whoſe interpretation, asof the only competent 
judge ,, they might acquieſce , and reſt ſatisfied: 
which now afteraccuratetryall of theaQts of gene- 
rall Afſemblics,and maturedeliberation,is fully clea- 
red, and cxplained'in this laſt generall Aſſembly by 
Gons mercy, and his Majeſties gracious favour of 
indiction, holden at Gla/7ow:as the at made thercup- 
ondath proport: whereby Epiſcopall government, 
mongſtmany other innovations is found upon unde- 
nyable evidences of truthand declaredro be condem« 
ned;and abjuredinthis Kirk, in Aww 1580. There is 
Otwit | 1bliſhed in name of ror yes 
to 
9D , tefdng to Majeſties 
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ſajolties ſubjects fromreceiving the explanation of 
oa ing made by this Aﬀſebly, ard affirm 
that the confeſsion ſubſcribed by the Councel,dor 
no wayes exclude Epiſcopall government , nor any 
thing elſe eſtabliſhed by laws ſtanding in force, the 
time ofthe raking ofthe ſaid oath , the ninth of Sep- 
rember laſt ; notwithſtanding the foreſaid at of A(l- 
ſembly , which as the decree of our mother Kirk 
ought to bee received and reverenced by all her chil- 
dren, and'a&t of Councel , whereoſthe words are ſo 
cleare, as they cannot admir anie mencall reſeryation, 
which is acknowledged by ſuch of the Councellers 
then preſent and ſubſcribers , whoſe hearts G © 
hath rouched , ro make the ſenſe of their oath'to 
Gov , preponder with them above all other world- 
ly reſpeRs and fears, © * 

Tis declaration containeth five arguments , wirlr 

a boundle of aQts of Parliament, quorted and 

drawenup by ſome perſoris, whom wee know not; 
batfeen and approvenby the Commiſsioner: where- 
by his Grace indevoureth to evince his concluſion, 
that Epiſcopal government was not abjured by the Coun- 
cel, nor the Covenant 1580, Which is ſo repugnant 
to the acts ofthe Kirk; TheaRtof Councel, and all 
reaſon , that wee are confident, the ſame will make 
no impreſsion in the judgement ofaay well affe&ed 
Chriſtian , as ſhall be evidentby our following an- 
ſwers , which we offer to the readers conſideration, 


after he hath firſt expendedthelſe generalls. can_gy 
r. This declaration is only made by his Maje- ——— 
ſties Commiſsioner , and not by the Lords of fecrer ,z, Decla« 


Councel , who ſhould be fizteſt interpreters of their rarion, 
FLA B own 
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yn aR,aad whaſe aQ ſhould bethe ample expreſ- 
a of their. meaning, elſe afts pf Councel, by poſ+ 
libilitic of ad ttt "dame apirnnniet-L op 
atioas, will lofſe all force and vigouriathemſclyes, 


nd yet {ris evident that the Councellers bave agt- 


only actually ſworneto. maintain the Religioa and 
Dilcipline eſtabliſhed in 4nno x5 86- When Epilco- 
"iy $3027 waar ad but likemiſcinteaded _ vr 
0: th have difinguiied ihedand oppolcd be. 
rweene the Religion preſently profellen, 1638 men- 
tionedin the Proclamation,and the Religioaprofele 
ſed in Anzs 1580, mentioned in; their _— and by 
that oppoſition of xow and then, they reje one, 
and ſwear the other: otherwiſe rhey aceded no decla- 
ration: which notwithſtanding, accompanies their 
ſubſcriptions , and is acknowledged: by the Com- 
miſſioner inthe ſecond lige, to bean a explaining 
the Confeflion, forobedience whereaf all thoſe who 
haveſubſcribed that Covenant, havedone the'ſame, 
2. Albcit his Majeſty did not conceiveany di 
berween the Religion, DoRrine and Diſcipline now 
pon, from that which m— Anno 1 4 Os Vee: 
with his Majeſtic can'/bardly beacquainted, without . 
peruſing the records of Aſſemblies ) yer his Majeſties 
reall integtion was tq maintaiae the confeſsian of 
Faith profeſſed in 4A»xe- 1580. becauſe his Royall 
diſigne by that commandement wasto maintain true 


Chriſtian Religion in puritic ( whereuato Epilcopas 
cie by this, Kirk was ever judged and confanced as. | 
prejudiciall)and to remoye the fears of his Majeſtics 

good Subjeas, complaining of by-gane iacgoyati- 


rions,and apprehending greater changes: which ends 
| = 
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lick, and judiciall will. Z# poſterior derogat priori, pub. 
licaprruate. Andalbeit os peter. we hat 
the Councell did ſubſcribe rhe confefſion of Faith in 
obedience toa mandat, where there was any contra- 
ricty, repugnancie, or ambiguity berwixtthe mandat 
and che. Confeſſion ir. (elf, which was commanded, 
yet the Councell making an a& that they did ſub- 
{cribeit as.it was profeſſed i 580. and declaring pub- 
lickly that this was their own meaning,both they and 
ſuch of his Majeſties liedges, who did ſubſcribe in 0- 
bedicnce of their charge are dblidged to-obſerve rem 
jur&am, and the matterofthe oath (more then 
the minde and mandat of the preſcriver) eſpecially 
ſceingitisnonew Confcfſion, butthe renewed Con- 
&fſion ofthe whole Kirk ofScotland ; The meaning 
whereof cannot be declared nor interpret by any,but 
thewhole Kirk of Scotland whonow upon unanſwr- 
able reaſons , haye clearly found I go. 
vernemenr, was then aboliſhed and abjured: Itfol- 
loweth by good conſequence , that the Conncell 
did both virtually and verily ſwear, yea intendto 
{wear theabjuration of Epiſcopacie, which is found 
by that confeſſion 158 ©, &the diſcipline ofthe Kirk 
then eſtabliſhed , robe a corruptgovernment in ghis 
Kirk,of huinanjinvention, wanting warrand fromthe 
ward of God, tending to. the overthrow ofthis Kirk: 
So thatany declargidain thecontrare hereof is pro- 
tejtatee rantraria facts, and the reaſonsthereof cannot 
be fprccable, to brangte the: refolution of any judici- 
ons well affedted Chriſtians if hewill patiently read 
and ponder, wirhout preoechpatiof, theſt following 
an{wersto the fiye reaſons. Ly” 


— ee Ion nanny 
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Thefirſt alcadged reaſon isthis, that His Majeftie 4 4 

could not commandan oath abſolurly unlawful: bur ,,,7., 

it is abſolutely unlawfull to ſivear againſt any thing {,,, 

eſtabliſhed by the laws of the Kirk and Kingdome, 

ifrhe ſame be nor repugnant tothe word of God or 


repcaked by poſteriout 'laws. 
/ To this we anſwer, Firſt: The Kings Majeſtieby 


/ commanding his Subjects to renew the confeſſton of 


Faith for mantajning the doErine and diſcipline pro- 

feſt i# amno 1580. hath contmanded themro abjure 
whatſoever is found by the competent Tudgeto be 
inttoduted fince that time repugnanttherero, albeit 
by the- corruption'qf times it were countenanced 
with ſomehavy interveening, Secondly, the Lords'of 
Conncell agd Seffion and gther SubjeRs have fab. 
ſcribed the confeſſion of Faith as it was r5$0, not 
only withour any reſtriftion ofit tothe n= tlaws, 
but mm a dire oppoſition ro whats preſenclyeftabli. 
ſhed by returning from the preſent cortiiptivrs'ihthe 
profeſſion, ravquanm: termins a 9uo, to the piofeffion 
1580. tanquam terminum ad quem : which agrearparr 
of Councellours and other Subjefs have detlared 
to be their meaning. Thirgly., E piſcopafyi found 
by the Kirk of Scotland! intmany Aſſemblies tobean 
office unwarranted by the word of God; unlawful 

and repugnant thereto : ſo that theabjuration thereof 
inthis Kirk is lawfull and neceffare; Foyrthly, Epif 
copacte way never reſtored by any Aivinbly ofthis 
Kirk, nor theſe Aſſemblies whertin# wistondem« 
ned, repealed, withont the which the ſame could not 

be eſtabliſhed by a Parliament, whoſe power doth no 


Kirk, 
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*. Kuk,thentheKirks power to. the 
. inthecommon-wealth. Fifthly —— 
Waycs contribute to the introdudion of by iſcopa- 
cie,dg only extend to civill privil weeal. 
 wayes proteſted againſt by rhe Kirk, 5 contraricto 
the nationall Covenant of Hhis land. Sixthly , cif 4 
. Aſlembly canbe pretended to countenance 
- paciepr other corruprions, ir ſufficethro ſay he 
| ſamewith all the aQs thereof is declaredto have been 
ook and. yoid ab initia tor padeapoeatgns es the 
at more Jengrh proports, Seventhly, the breach 
. ofour nacionall Cov. — by iatroduQtian of corry- 


Mace ei have Dey onns 
ll government condemned, aboliſhed 
nd Ep 4m 410 2540, apdintew of perceiviag 

ic isfae Apottolick inſtitution, have 
clealy feon that js-is: jultly condemaediinour Kirk, 
as-the. invention. of man. wanting warrandor funda. 
mxatin the word of Gad, zcading to the overthrow 
nk a 
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abjured expreſly inthe renovation of this Canfefion 
commanded by his Majeſtic, it was not unlawfall, 
but moſt neceſſary and incumbent to us all, who are 
&d by that nationall Covenant agaiaſt that unlaw- 
Hierarchicall government,albcitwe had never re- 
newed the ſame : But we are fal{ly calumniat to have 
condemned the name of a Biſhop, even as iris uſed 
ig Scripture, which the at of Aſſembly ir (elf, ſuſſi- 
ciently refutes, by allowing S*. Pauls Biſhops to-wir 
Paſtours, of a particulat Rock, and condemning only 
al-other Biſhops brought in without theywarrand'of 
Seri 


- The ſecond reaſon. in the Declarationis, thatthe ,, ;þ, ;. 


oath far preſervingthe diſcipline and govrerament of condreas - 


the Kirk, cannot oblidge after the altaration and ſev. 


frhardiſciplineand government :and ſeeing 


changeo 
weary wp bepreAe yur of the Kirk isnor on- 
y in this Kirk; we are not ; 
by that oath,afrerthealterarion: - k Ty 
Wherunto weeanſwer.; firſt, that" it is true; that 
policie and order in ceremonies is temporaric: and 


may bee changed, asis meanedin that, article ofthe 
Coanfeſsjon cited iathe declaration: But 
his office, or the goverameat of G © v.s hauſecan- 
got be called aceremony , nay, they willbeloarh to 
be vilified by that appellatior: butifitbea ceremony 
they are of no Apoſtolickconſtitution, asts mentio- 
inthe firſt reaſon: ſo that if they beg lawfull go- 
vernoursin Govs houſe, warranted by-his word, 
they are not alterable : and 'ſo-this ſecond reaſon mi- 
lirars not for them, if their office be changeable, and 
accounted among alterable ceremoniggtthey are well - 
exploded 


| | 
| 
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exploded from our Kirk's and may! be ſoby that ſe- 
cbnd:reaforrof'the declaration, 2. Onecauſe of ge. 
nerall;Councels is, for conſtituting a good order and 
policierin' ceremonies : which is grounded upon the 
laſt verſe of the 14. Chap. tothe 1, Corinth. willing 
that alt things bee done decently and in order, wherein 
the Lox v-giveth not power to inſticute new officers 
in his Kirk, but.commandeth his own officers to 
exerce their funRions by his commandements with. 
out indecencie, erconfulton, inthe variable circum- 
ſtanceshereof; ro bee determined according to the 
preſent occaſions of cdification, 3. Inthe 15, Chap. 
of the ſame confeſSion of Faith , all mens inventions 
in matters of Religion are condemned: And in the 
19: Chap- Ecclefiaſticall diſcipline uprightly mini- 


| ſixeda#Gops word prefcribeth. Math. 18.1.Cor.y. 


is ſer down as the third effentiall and unchangeable 
marke of the true Kirk of G © Þ + and fo is not: of 
thatnarure with temporaric, changeable ceremonies: 
thotigh unwarcantably ranked with them in the de- 
claration/ 4. Iris evident ar our firſt reformation 
wharpolicie was perpetuall, and what ceremonies, 
changeable , for in the firſt booke of Policie. com- 
Pylled:thatſame yeate withthe Confeſsion, 9 head 
1s cxprefſed a'two-fold policie ofthe Kirke : The one 
abſolutely neceſſary in all Kirks, the other not necel- 
ſar; burchangeable; ſuch as , what day of the week 
ſcxmoniſhould be , and the like : whereof they eſta- 
bliſhedno order, but permittedevery particular Kirk 
ro-appoint their'own policie, as they thought moſt 


expedient for edification:ifparity of reaſon will make 
Epilcopacic of this nature , let all men judge. 5. Our 


confeſſion 


a 1 
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confeſsion ſpeaketh of ar-order in ceremonies, which 
cannot bee appointed for all ages, as is before ſaid. 
But whenthey ſpeak ofthe office-bearers in the Kirk, 
they acknowledge according to the truth, that Chriſt 
himſelf appointed an ordinare conſtant government 
of hisKirk E his four ordinar office- bearers, The Pa- 
ſtor, Elder, Dottour,8& Deacon,toadminiſtrat the ſame 
perpetually : as is ſet down in the firſt book of Dilſci- 
plinc,and inthetreatiſe before thePſalmes, which was 
drawn up at that ſame time, andallowed by the ſame 
perſons. Likeas in the year of God, 1560. when that 
confeſsion was made, &in the year 1567.whcn it was 
ratified,and by continuall ats of Afſeinbly, and by 
the ſecond book of Diſcipline : The government of 
Chriſts Kirk by theſe four ordinaric office: bearers,is 
ſet down as founded only upon the word of Gov,as 
conſtant,unchangeable, & perpetuall: and as thatholy 
diſcipline without which Gods word cannot be pre. 
ſerved ; ſo that the intruding of any other officer in 
Gods houſe was accountedan offece againſt theLord 
of the houſe. 6.By our oath, wee are obliged to con- 
tinucin obedience of diſcipline as well as docrine,be- 
cauſe they are both gronnded on the word of God, 
without the warrand whereof , all traditions that are 
brought inare abjured,& the diſcipline of theKirk of 
Scotland is ſet down inthe book of policy,as ground. 
ed on Godsword & commanded to continue tothe 
worlds end, whereunto we have ſworn , and cannor 
withour perjury toGod, gainſay it,likeas the Aſſem. 
bly ordaines the diſcipling of the Kirk to be ſubſcri- 
bedas ſuch, and the act of Parliament : 5 92 Rarificth 
the diſcipline of the Kirk, as 6 priviledge granted by 


Gop, 
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Gov, whereinto the Kings prvegatice cannot bee 
prejudiciell, 7. Ir carricth no fhew. of argument 
or face of probabilitie , that the Kirk and reformers 
of Religion which condemneth all other ordinar of- 
ficers inthe Kirk, but theſe foure appointed by Chriſt 
did mean under the'name of variable cexemanics, to 
comprehend and admit Epiſcopacy,which frequent- 
ly they condemne, as an invention of man , withour 
the 'warrand of Gods word , tending to the over- 
throw of rhe Kirk and purirte of —_— 8. The 
Prelats themſelves will notgram Epifcopacie to bee 
reakoned in the orders of ceremonies , which cannot 
be unchangeably conſtitute forall ages, times, and 
places , but are temporall as devifed by man ; and ſo 
changeable, when they rather foſter ſuperſtition then 
edifice the Kirk, but herein they will diſclaime the 
benefit of this ſecond reaſon , and undoubredly af- 
firme,that —_— government,not only may be, 
but ſhould be, and was appointed for all ages, times, 
and places; & that iris notthe deviſe of man tempo- 
rall and changeable, but deriveth its extraction from 
divine Apoſtolick , attheleaſt Ecclefiafticall, perp*; 
tuall and neceſſar inſtirution, as is averredin the #0 
reaſon: and ſo ſhonld ever bentchangeable. 9. This 
Kirk hath ever condemned all fuch as held the diſci- 
pline , and policie thereof, to bee indifterent and 
changeable: & in particular in .'1581. which is the 
year of the ſubſcription of the confeſsion of Faith, 
and book of policic, M*. Robert Montgomery is accuſed 
and condemned for that dodrine. 10. In the Aſſem- 
bly 1596. upon the Kings Majefties propolition,and 
demand thar it might bee lawfull for bum to reaſon 
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. or movedoubts, in any pointlof che externall poli- 
cie, government, ordilcipliae ofthe Kirk, which arc 
notanſwered,a/frmative or zegativein the ſcripture. 
The Aſſembly concluded , that it might be lawtfull 
for his Majeſtie , or his CommiſSioner, to propone 
any point tothe generall Aſſembly in matrers of cx- 
ternall government, alterable , according to the cir- 
cumſtances, provyding it bee done in right time 
and place, Anime edificandi non tentandi : But as for 
the eſ{:ntiall diſcipliac, in the book of Policie: The 
lame Aſſembly deficeth the Kings Majeſtic to declarc 
before his Eſtates, that he never intended roprejudge 
theſame. 11. Albeit it were granted that diſcipline 
were changeable, yet now ſceing by the Kings Maje- 
ſties own conſent, we have ſworn tomaintaine the 
diſciptiae of the Kirk of Scotland,as it was 15 80. we 
are obliged ſtrictly , interpoſito juramento, toabide by 
that diſcipline pecifice: at leaſt till it be lawfully chan- 
ged by the Kirk ot Scotland, in her free generall At- 
ſembly, which can never bee preſiupponed : becaufe 
in rei veritate,che Diſcipline, as well as the doctrine, 
is acknowledged and ſworn ro, as unchangeable, 
wherein we.-muſt coainue all the dayes of our life: 
and defend the fame according to. our power , under 
the penaltic'of procuring deſervedly upon our {cl- 
ves , all thecurſcs contained in-Gods word. 12. The 
dodrine of the Kirk of Scotland, condemned Epil- 
copall, andre-eſtabliſhed Presbyreriall governmenc 
perpetually : which we have acknowledged by joyn- 
ing our ſelves inthe aſſertorie-part of our oath, un- 
ro the Kirk of Scorland.indofrine as well as in dilci- 
pline, and in the _ part thereof by ſwear- 
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ing to continue in the obedience of the Diſcipline, - 
as well as DoQrine : ro ſhow that Diſciplineas well 
as Dotine, is not variable , nor ſo ſworn to by us: 
but as an immutable law and conſtitution, which 
we areobliged ro maintain perpetually. 

The third reaſog is that we who ſubſcribed the 
Covenant, acknowledged that Epiſcopacie was not 
abjured thereby, which is qualified by two inſtances, 
Firſt that the Miniſters intheir anſwers to the 2ueres 
of Aberdeine, expreſſed themſelves in that ſenſe, hold. 
ing theſe things for the preſent not to be abjured,but 
only to be referred to the tryall of a free generall A(- 
{cmbly. Next, thar it is avcrred in our laſt reaſons 
againſt the ſubſcription urged by his Majeſtic, that 
this oath, requyred by his Majeſtic, doth oblidge the 
takers of it, to mantaine Perth articles, and Epil- 
Copacie. 

This neederh no anſwer if the preceding narration, 
and the whole paſſages ofthe buſineſſe were conſide- 
red and known ; for in theapplication of our Cove- 
nant, we did not exprelly & ſpecifice, abjure Epiſco- 
pacie, but only generally and virtually,by abjuring 
whatſoever was abjured in the Confeſſion, 1580, 
which we found to bea ſtrong band, lying upon us 
to biad us ſtraitly to the obedience of the diſcipline 
then eſtabliſhed : wherein becauſe there had inter- 
veined ſomealterations , we permitted juſtly-rhe try- 
all chereofto the Kirk , whether Epiſcopacie Perth ar, 
ricles,and other innovations were notcondemned and 
abjured by the ſaid oath , which now the Aſſembl 
after carefull fearch and examination of the ws 
have clearly found. This is the true meaningand 
ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance of the anſwer made tothe Qveres off Aber- 
dine, and oughtalfo to be the ingenuous meatting of 
the Councellours, who by their act declared they 
ſubſcribed the Confeſſion 1580. as it was then pro- 
feſled: which is conſonant roour generall applicati- 
on, and which being now declared by their mother 
Kirk,they ought to reverence and obey,and nor upon 
light and ſubtill pretencesto negleR and contemne. 
2, For the ſecond inſtance: It is true that when the 
Councell was urged to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion, 
1580, conforme to the warrands bearing (that they 
ſhould mantaine the Religion now preſently proteſt) 
we juſtly feared, that the ſame being ſubſcribed in 
1638. would comprehend Epiſcopacie , Perth arti- 
cle3,and all othercorruptions introduced fincer 580, 
And therefore both in our written reaſons againſt 
that ſubſcription, and in our ſpeeches atthe Councel 
table, and ro ſundry Councellours in private, we de- 
\horted them upon that reaſon from that ſubſcripti- 
on: which was the true cauſe why the Councell be. 
ing convinced with that reaſon, made their explana- 
torie aR, declaring that they ſubſcribed the Confeſ- 
fion according to the meaning 1580. andas it was 
then prof:ſt, for removing of that doubt. 3. Albeir 
by the meaning of the preſcryver of an oath,” the 
{werer were tacitly bound ro mantaine Fpiſcopacie, 
Five articles of Perth, and ſuch-like , yetaccording to 
the premitted conſiderations, heis more obliſhed to 
the reality rei jwrate, which -is' now declared and 
found to abjure Epiſcopacie, &c. Norto the means 
ing of the preſcriver or his own either, being con- 
trare to the explanation of the ſoveraigne Iud 
competcat, ; ww The 
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| The fourth reaſon is Sylogiſtically arged thus: Ic 


the forth cannot be dehicd bur. that oaths miniſtred unto us, 


reaſon, 


mult either be refuſed orelſcertaken, according tothe 
knowamunde, profeſied intention, andexprefſe com- 
maid of authority urging the ſame. Bur itis nototi- 
oully known, that his Majeſtic, aot oaly in his King- 
domes of Englandand Ireland, is amantainer of Epil. 
copall governinent , but likewile is a defender, and 
mindes to continue a defender rhereof in his King- 
dome of Scotland. And therefore the oath being ras 
ken, and notrefuſed, muſt be ſworn conforme to his 
Majelties known meaning. The minor is confirmed 
from our own Aſſertions, 

To this it is anſwered firſt, that in coatradioric 
oaths,the ſwerer is more obliged to the true mcan ng 
ofthe oath, clearly expreſt therein, then cither roms 
own meaning, oranyſecnſe of the preſcryver, being 
contrary thereunto. Eſpecially in this caſe, where 
there is no new oath which may reccive any new 
meaning, but the reaovation ofthe old oath, which 
can 'admit no new deſtructive fenſe: bur muſt bee 
ſworn conforme tothe genuine originall firſt mean- 
ipg. 2. That oath was juſtly refuſed by us yponthar 

roundofdifcerepanceamongſit many others; & ſuch 

tke, was notreccived by.the Councell, tillthey de- 
clared their meaning by at ſimul ſeme! with their 
ſubſcription. 3. We'do not-meddle with the Kirks 
of England-or Ireland, butxecommends tothem the 
patcxac-ſhown in the mount: all our arguments and 
proceedings being for the Kirk of Scorland, where, 
from-thetume of her more-pure reformationthen of 


herfiſter Kirks , Epiſcopacichathever been wap 
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6d, till thelafter times of corruption. So that though 
his Majeſtic hath hitherto mantained Epifcopacie in 
Scotland, becaufe his Majeſtic wanted the means to be 
mformed of the a&ts of this Kirk, yet weknow that 
God hath fo richly repleniſhed tus Royall*breaſt, 
with ſuch juſtice and pictie, that when his Majeſtic 
ſhall receive perfeR information , weareconfident 
that-He wil never defire any change or alterationin 
our ancient Kirk governmentand diſcipline. Eſpc- 
cially now when his Majeſtic hathcauſcdthe man- 
rainancethereofto be religiouſly ſworn, 


The fifthand laſt reaſon is,that we can never make it 4»/wer to 
appeare,that Epiſcopal government, at the firſt time- the fifth 


of a&miniftering the oarh was aboltſhed ;_the very 
words of thar confeſfion of Faith, immediarly afrer 
the beg] aning of it being thefe: recerved, beleeved, and 
defended by many and ſundry notable Kirks and Reatmes, 
but chiefly by the Kirk of Stotland, the Kings Majeſtic, 
and three Effates of this realme, as Golds eternall truth, and 
only ground of our ſalvatios. Whereupon is infetred 
that Biſhops, Abbors and Pryors, made up, at thar 
time a third Eſtate ofthis realme,, which gaveappts- 
bation to the' confeſſion of Faith: and therefore this 
third Eſtare did not abjure Epiſcopacie. Andalbeit 
it had been aboliſhed by aRts of Afimbly. yet it was 
not ſo by a& of Parliament, but itt force by many of 
them ſtanding unrepeaked,which arcantexedto the 
reaſons. Which being the 8s af 'a Monarch, and 
his three Eſtates, are never repealable by any Eccle- 
fiaſticall narionall Synod. _ | 
Foranſwer hereunto, 1. Irdorhappearcand is ma- 


.zifeſt by the Regiſters and as of Allembly, that be- 


fore 
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" fore the ſubſcription of the Confeſſion at the time 


thereof, and thereafter : That Abbots, Priors, and Bi- 


ſhops were ſo clearly , evidently , and ex preſly con- 


demned in this kirk, That the beſt wits of this age op- 
poſers of Epiſcopacy cannot yet require one fillabe 
ro be added forfarther aſſurance, and the moſt able 
maintainers thereof could not pick any quarrell to 
the clearneſſe of theexpreſſion.2. Theclauſecitted in 
the reaſon, is only anent the doCtine, and nor anenr 
the diſcipline, which thereafter is determined and the 
Hierarchie deteſted : And the Diſcipline of the Kirk 
{worn unto. 3. Albcit thatclauſe were of diſcipline, 
yet it maketh nothing for Biſhops except by infer. 
ence, that they are comprehended under thename of 
the third Eſtate : which cannot be ſo underſtood, for 
colleQions by way of inferrence or ex conſequentz, 
cannot bee adduced againſt the-expreſle acts of the 
rime: wherein the makers ſignific their mindes in 
clear rermes, & «pertiſsime dicendo , leaverh no place 
ro preſume the contrare:eſpecially in this kingdome, 
where theſe expreſſions of ſtylus curie are carefully 
obſerved without change : which may be ſeen inthe 
ſame caſe by many Parliaments : where it is notour 
that no Prelate was preſent, or allowed. and' yer the 
aQts proporting to be made by his Majeſtic and three 
Eſtates are interpreted by thequorter as made by the 
Prelats with others. 4 Epiſcopacie was aboliſhed nor 
only by ads of Aſſembly ,but there is no ſtanding 
laws for Epiſcopall government , but ſome againſt 
theſame; as ſhall bee evident in the anſwer made 
to the ads of Parliament , ſubjoyned hereto : bur 
iftheir be avy Acts of Parliament ſtanding for Epil- 
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-copacle, the Kings Majeſtic, his Commiſſioner, the 


Councell, the ColleQive-body of the Kingdome, 


* hath atnally renunced the ſame by returning tothe 


dodrine and diſcipline, 1580, whereunto Epiſcopa- 
cic is contrare: which God-willing may alſo bcin- 
acted at the nexr Parliament, proclaimed to be hold- 
en by his Majeſticin cAfay.5. Theadts of the Aﬀſem- 
bly.and the book of Policic inthe r.and ro. chapter, 
puteth clear merches betwixt civilland Eccleftaſticall 
juriſdition; making every on independent in matters 
properly belonging to their own judicatorie, and c- 
very one ſubject tothe other in marters properly be- 
longing to that. other, So thatas the Aſſembly can- 
not make civill laws nor repeall them, nor imped the 


Parliament from making or repealing civill laws, no 
' more can the Parliament make Eccleſtaſticall laws 0- 


Tiginally, nor repeall, or hinder the lawfull Aſſem- 


blies torepeall the ſame. For albeit a&ts ofthe AC 


only ave,ond may be ratified in Parliament, thatis, 
only that the civill ſation may concurre with the 


Ecclefiafticall conſticution: Bux will not ſtop the Aſ- 


ſembly to recall their own a&: which being annulled 
by them, the civill ratification and ſanction fals ex 
eonſequenti. For to mantaine that the Kirk may not 
repeall herowa a&ts,ratified once in Parliament,is ſo 
derogatorie to Chriſts prerogative and ordinance, 
tothe liberty of the Kirk, and freedome of the Aſ- 
ſembly,to the nature, end and, reaſon of all Eccleſi- 
aſticall juriſdition, as we have more largely cleared 
inthe P roteſtation 22. September laſt) that we beleeve 
few or none will be ofthat opinion. All theſe Five 
objections and many more was agitate and diſcuſſed 
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inthe Aﬀembly, before the a& anent Fpiſcopacic 
was made, "3 

And ſeeing the general! Aſſembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland, indifted by his Majeſtienow holdenat Glaſ- 
gow, which is the only Tudge comperent and fit 1n- 
rerpreter to remove andexplaine all doubts, aryfing 
uponthe confeffion of Faith , hath after long, religi- 
ous and mirure declaration, exponed the ſame, and 
clearly found that Epiſcopall goyernment in this 
Kirk, amongft other corruptions , ts abjured by the 
confeſſion of Faith, as the ſame was profeſt wichin 
this Kingdome , hath diſcharged all ſubſcription ro 
the Covenant, ſubſcribed and interpreted by his Ma- 
jeſties Commiffioner , hath commanded the Cove- 
nantſibſcribed in Februare withthe applicationto be 
now ſubſcribed according to her preſent determina. 
tion: therefore we truſt that the knowledge hereof, 
will be a ſufficient wang to all good Chriſtians 
and Patriots;rhart rhey ſubſcribe norrheone, and that 
they ſabſcribe the other , accordmgrto'the gennine 
and true meaning thereof, declared by rhe Kirk allen. 
nerly, and ofno contrary incompatible ſenſe,asthey 
would eſhewrhe crime and of acontraditory 
oath, and we would moft humbly andearneftly beg 
of tus Sacred: Majeftie, from the 'bottome -of our 
hearts, rhat his Majeſtiewould be graciouſly pleaſed 
ro command , that the fame miy be ſoſubſcribed, 
conforme to the declared explanation of rhic Kirk; 
which would prove 'the greateſt happinefſe and joy 
tharever betell rheſe difconfolared Subjetts ofthis 
_— —— juftly branded with many ca- 
lumnies) yernever-have,nor ever fhal fwerve _ as 
oyalty 
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toyalcy duc to the Lords antoyneed: Burwould rea- 
dily imbraceany occafion to-imploy our livesandfor 
tunes tor his MajeRtics ſervice and honour: who (we 


heartily prayGod) may long & happily ring overus. , 


There is-annexed to. this Declararion-a quotation 
of ſundry acts of Parliament, to pravethat Epilco- 
pall ar wanccebide) inthe year 1580, 
whereunto albeit there is no-neceſſity of anſwer, {ce - 
ing the meaning. of the Kirk of Scorland inher Con» 
feſfrion of Faith is anly to be fought from her (elf, 
and:the regiſters of her Afſemblics, andnot from the 
Parliament , yet the ſame ſhall be ſpecially anſwered 
inthe ocderthar vhey are alledged: atrer theſerwo ge» 
nerals' are offtxed riythe Reader his: conſiderations 
1, After the reformation of this Kingdome, the Kitk 
was ſtillwreftling againſt all corruptions& eſpecially 
agaiaftEpiſcopacie.But rhcough they clearly & fre- 
quently condemned the ſame ,yer the power of the 
enemies of reformation withſtood theta tong:! fo that 
ber own policy could not be obtained ratified expreſ 
ly e&ſpecificein Parliament,tillthe year of God 1592. 
which abrogareth ill thoſe preceediog adts, alledged 
inthe conrare. 2. Vhar acts of Parliament car no 
more make. Eccleſiafticall offices, nov give Eccleſia- 
ſticall priviledges, hor theacts of Aſſembly canreſta- 
bliſh civill of Eftare, or grant rothem- civill 
priviledges ; cach/Indicatorie being properly:confin- 
ed wirhjn rheir own ſpheres. 


of Parlia* 
mens, 


eAuſwer to 


Bur before the acts of Parliament be particularly ;he a#; 


marked and cited, there be two reaſons prefixed: the 

onetaken from ſome adts of Parliament 1 5 67. cap. 2. 

3+ 6: and cap, 6$. Par. 1579. The other from + 
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oath miniftred tothe King, at his coronation, for the 
a& of Parliament 1567. Bearing that no Biſhop nor 
other Prelate in this Realme, uſe any juriſdiction in 
time coming bythe Biſhop of Romes authority, It 
is evident hereby tharEpiſcopacie is altogether con- 
demned , as all other Prelacie was; for: before that 
time they had no juriſdiction but from the Pope:and 
therefore being diſcharged to execute thar; they are 
diſcharged by the aro execute any.arall. Tharthis 
is the true meaning. ani {cope of thataQtis manifeſt: 
becauſe the Kirk in the book of £dmmon order, and 
in the firſt book of diſcipline at that ſame ime, ac- 
knowledgeth no other ordinarie office bearers ap- 
pointed by Chriſt i» Ecckſiaronftitita, But the Paitor, 
Daottowr , Elder and Deacon: and (in her Aﬀemblics ar 
that ſame time, was ſtill cenſuring theſe who were 
called or deſignedBiſhops by reaſon of their behefices, 
as is inſtructed bythe acts printed before the book 
of diſcipline, And therefore in rhe a&t of Councell, 
1560, mide in the ſame yearby theſe ſame perſons, 
ratifying the firſt book of diſcipline, they proyiged 
only thatBiſhops, Abbots, Pryors,&c.Being proteſtants, 
brook their revenews during their life-times : they 
ſuſtaining Miniſters in the' meah time. 2. Inthe-year 
1566. which preeceds that Parliamentz#he Kirk of 
this Kingdomeapproved the Confeſſion off elvetia; 
wherein the paritie of Miniſters is preferrefl as Gods 
ordinance warranded by his-word , to Ep#ſcoparie, as 
an humane conſuctude. 3. Becauſe at me the 
Queen had reſtored the Archbiſhop of S*, Andrews; 
therefore the Kirk ſupplicated the Nobilitie ofthe 


Kingdome, againſt that reſtitution, which they con- 
demne 


( 29) 
demne as the Curing of the head of the bralt gnce - 
wounded within this land.” Wherein they expreſly 
ground themſelves -upon the ſaid actof Parliament * 
being before made in the year 1560, as a certanegb- 
rogation of the Arch-biſſigps authority. 4. In the 2; 
book of diſtiplinechap. 1 1.thekirk ufeth the ſameaR 
ofparliament as an abrogation of the Papiſticall Kirk, 
and Papiſticall juri(dition, andthereby ofEpiſtopall 
juriſdiction and power. 5. The Kirk thereafter in rhe 
ſame chaprerdeclared their nniformity ofthis mean- 
ing-by urging the a& of Parliamerit,; 585: pripted 
amongſtthe black as and renewed in theParlamenr 
holden 1579. (which immediatly foNlowerh the a&t 
here cited) declativigehat'no' other Eccleſiafficall jn- 
rifli@ion ſhall Be ned within this Realme, bife that 
which is ahd ſhall bee in the- reformed Kirke and 
flowerlvtherefrom:and they urge tharndne'nnder rho 
abuſed-ritles'in Papiftrie, of Prelats &c. attemprra 
clame'the benefire of any 'a&R 6f Parliametrt, ha of 
ho'commiſfion Hf the reforitie Kirk withirithis Re- 
alme. Whereby our Kirk declared all Zpiſropalljutill 
diction to bee Papiſfticall. Which is the true meaning 
of the word, his Hirerchie in the ſhorrtconfeſſion. For 
their juriſdition could low fi none other but from 
the ps it lowsnotfrom the' Kirk :bitt was 
aboliſhed, and condemned by them: as is clear by the 
Regiſters of the Aſſembly, 6. The as do aboliſh all 
Papiſticall juriſdition: And therefore all Epiſcopal! 
juriſdi&tion, becauſe Zpi/ropetpolicyandJjurifdiftion 
is Papiſticall:as isacknowletiged by many, &fpecially 
by DoGtor Poklingtun chaplane to the Biſhop of Car- 
terburie; who degucertha continaall lineall ſucceſſion 
C4 ; | | from 


Anent the 
ſixth aft 
1567, 


( 39. ) 


| am Peter throughthewhole Popes, untothe preſent, 


Arch-hiſhap. of Canterbyrie:. and by the quorter him- 
Ur who alledgerh ( albeit, falſly) rhar this Kirk re- 
tained. the Papiſticall. Policie and goveramenr. 6. 
Whereit is ſaid, 1a the zcafors thatous Kirk did not 
innavatang rhmg intharPolicic which thay foundia 
the Kirk beforethe refarmation ;the ſame is-control- 
led by the book of Cammon: prayer, firſt book of 
And forthe 6.,41567.andthe 68.24 x579.The 
Emedoth gotonly, nor mention Biſhops, bur declar- 
ethrhe;true Kirk to.conſilt only of Miniſters of the 
Golpel then living, and theſe who thereafter ſhould 
iſe, agureing with chemo Jadtipe 40d adminiſtr- 
tion of.the nd a rats the-mem- 
bers thereof, which, digeQly exchudeth. Biſhops 2- 
gainſt whom the. Ah 815 of this Kirk, 
continually ſounded : eſpctially ar that, rime, Far 
inche goycrament of this, Kirk by weekly-meeting of 
Mwiſters.Elders;'andueformed tgwars fromthe year 
r560'to the year x 5,7 6'( except the awerims of the 
pretended, convention atZeevh 1572. ), and fromthe 
year 1575; to-the year x581. The Afemblies: for 
the moſtpartwere unplayed in, aboliſhing the cor- 
ruptions.of Ep1ſcopacie-,and.ineſtabliſhing the ſerlet 
Palicie: which was agreedugon, 1578;Inthe ſecond 
book of Difcipliac..In the which: ats'of Aſſembly 
and. hoak of Diſcipline is ſer dowaat large the do- 
Grine of the Kirk of Scotland; anentrthardifcipline, 
as grounded and.weli warranded inthe word, of God, 
and. againſh Epiſcopal! juniſdiction,, as:an-unlawfull 
humaac.inreaugn; So that Zpiſcopaciobcing conrare 

to 


N 


— 


('#: ) 


| eothe do&jine of the Kin of Scotland, 579. The 


Biſhops dif: recing fromtheMinifters of the Evange! 
——_ Endo rine and in theufe andadminiftra- 
tion of the Sacraments,are dectared by rhe faid acts 
to be nomembers of this Kirk, andthe ſame as ci- 
red- for them do ſaufhciemly evince that Zpiſcapacie 
wasflill condemned; notwichftanding all oppoſirion 
madeinthecontrare, 


As forthe Kings oath , the fame containeth no , 4,,,, 4. 
mention of Biſhops, bur by the contrary, the wb Kings oath, 


obliged rhereby ro-maintain thetrueRehgion 
ſus Chriſt, the preaching of his holy ward, and 
right adminiſtration ofthe Sacraments, then reccived 
and preached withinthis Realme.” And ſeeing it is 
cleared 'by thepreceeding relttion,tharBiſhops were 
neverallowed, but oppugned by the Kirk of Scorlovtd, 
that oath doth not allow , but exctude Epiſcopacie 
whichis alſo more prefpicuous inthe ſhort confeſſi- 
on1580.and 1581. When the Kirk ſet downher con- 
Rant policic in Doftrine and —_ grounded 
upon the word of God; wherein the #/er archie is 
abjured as contrary thereto; and craved anoarh from 
his Majeſtic - arg war E heroohwhichbow dll 
our gracions Soveraiphe inthejudgement-aFche Kir 
of Scotland is cilinedto maintain ,as being founded 
upon the word of Gov, and exclufive of Epiſcopa- 
cie as repugnant thereto, The afts of Parliament 
ors particularly cited are theſe menrianed in 
order, | 
The 24. a@ 1567. -ratifying all civill privileges 
formerly granted to the ſpirituall eftate, and the 35, 
a® 1577-Rarfping all as mack rem the fredome, 


_ on Fd awd 


( 32+) 
and liberticof the true Kirk: the ſame.canhot be ex, 
tended rqthe clapliogot Epiſcopacie becaule it is 
not menuonedin theſe afts , bur by the coatrary was 


abolithed by, rhe acts :of the Aſſembly and Parlia- 
ment, before mentioned, ſo that the priviledges 


thereia mentioned, are: granted to ſuch Kirk-men 
as theh, were, received by the Kirk and Kingdome : 
and the freedome of the Kirk mult bee interpret by 


her own judgement:.; who thought ever Epiſcopal 
-- juriſdiftionan. heavie bondage: andyet hot privi- 
* Wedges Fan farre no ſpirituall juriſdiion , but only 
I 


civill priviledges ; fome immunities and exemptions 
granted for the goods and perſons of Kirk-men as is 
cleare, 1.a&. Temes 1. Par; 1, and 26, act. Par. 2, 
James 1.:and 4. aft: Par,. 3- James 2, with many 
EE. rt ata A: 
© Ir ishereto he abſcrved , that the carefull evolver 
of theſc acts of fom—_ » hath —_— cite the 
« act. x,Parliament of King Temes 6. bearing the ex- 
4 ination.and. admiſsion of Miniſters, to- be only 
inghe powerof the Kirk, then openly and publick- 
Iy brofeſt and preſentations to bee made to Superin- 
rendexts, or others having commilsion from the 
ck, & appealleth fromrhem,to the Superintendents 
a nigilters of the Province, and appealleth from 
thele to the generall Aſſembly : in all which gradati- 
ons no mention ofBiſhops;bur they in effect excluded 
by that contrare diſtinction of the Kirk then openly 


profeſt: becauſe they were diſcharged by the fore- | 


faid ſecond act x 5 6 7. and Swperimtendents were then 
permitted like temporaric EvangeliFs for the pre. 
{ent neceſſitie , declared in the firſt book of —_— 
a Fav: q eccle- 


© 0/8 
ad eculefians conflituendarns ;, but was abrogate, from 
1575. that the conſtant Policie of Eccleſia conſtituts 
began to be eſtabiſhed. 

As for the acts of Parliament, 1572. and 15793, It Anrert 
is known by therecords ofthe time, that the Regent *be «its 
thenlaboured hard to bring in Arch-biſhops , and BZ. 257% & 
ſhops, who were not dead , but ſtanding de fafopro.. *573* 
vided to the power of theſe titulars of benefices, to 
fortife his own deſignes , and counter-ballance the 
authoritie of Miniſters, preſſing the puriticof refor. 
mation: and ſo cannot be honourably alleadged for 
the Biſbops at thistime : and yer it was done not by 
authoritie, but by. warrand of ſome Miniſters of his 
own party conveencd at Leeth:and was only done 
foran i#terim , and proteſted againſt by the next A(- 
ſembly ; and yet neverthclefle by rhe ſaids afts of 
Parliament, the Arch-biſbops, Biſhops, Superintendents, 
or Commiſſioners of Dyocss or Provinces,are joyn- 
ed together ( which is wrongouſfly omitted in the 
quotration)to ſhow that no Arch-biſbop or Biſhop qus 
tales had any power , but only being de fatto (tand. 
ing provided in the title , they were capable of a 
Commiſsion from the Kirk, which ſometimes they 
obtained , and inthe book of Aſſembly are named 
ſuch as arecalled Biſhops, and were under the Diſci- 
pline of the Kirk: and in the ſame Superintendents pol- 
ſcſſoursandritulars of prelacies, as well as Arch-bi- 

ſhops and Biſhops , are ordained to be called and con- 

veened for thateffe& before the generall Aſſembly 

of the Kirk : And yetnonecanſay , That the offices 

of Abbots Pryors , &c. were then retained ; howbeir 

the benefices were not extin ; and few will grants 

% —_— E uy thar 
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that when the L£rch.biſboys and _ offite wn 

in vigour, they thought themſelves fubjeet ro the ge- 

nerall Aſſembly : aSthey are by the ſaid at which is 

alſo fraudfully omitted ip t 

Avent the AS for the afts of Palliament 2578. and 
aftri578, 1579+ It is anfwered that the Kirk in this meane 
ard i579, time, from the year 1575. was bufied in abro- 
gating Epiſcopacie , and eſtabliſhing the conſtant 

licie, as is clear by the printed as of Aﬀem- 

ly before the book of Diſcipline , and nnprinted 

as of Parliament: The Kirk by her Commiſhoners 

daily reaſoning and agreeing with the Kings Majeſtic 

and his Commiffionersupon theſe heads of policie, 
whereupon the Parliament, by the faid 6g. aft 1579. 
declareththere is none other juriſdition eccleſtafti- 

call to bee acknowledged, but that which is inthis 

reformed Kirk, and foweth there-from, whichex- 
tinguiſberh Zpiſcopacte ; becauſe it doeth not flow 

from this reformed Kirk: neither can produce irs 

chartor from her:for befides that it was aboliſhed by 


quottation. 


the foreſaidsaQs 1567. It was condemnedalfo inthe | 


book of Policie , and inthe generallAfembly holden 
at Dwndie , 1580. and their whole eſtate fpirituall, 
andtemporalf condemned in the Aﬀembly at Glaf* 
gow 1581. and fo acknowledged by his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner in the Aﬀembly at Edinburgh 1581. 
ſo that by this a of Parliam. 1579.The Biſhops are 
ſq aboliſhed , thatunlefſe they be eſtabliſhed by law- 
full Aſſemblies ofthe Kirk,no a@ of Partiament fince 
ſen can conduce for their eſtabliſhment : ſeeing this 
a@ with the other acts for their abolition , Rtandeth 
yet unrepealled, And farther fortheact of — 
1578.1 
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t553.if thefarhe comribure any thing, forEgiſcopary, 
Þ inks ther debecaſe B/hope ard there wc Froect 
or fot the power thereby conferred upon them: Bur 
both theſe are weak grounds. The firſt becauſerhere is 
No Biſhop there named, but ſuch as ſtood provided de 
f#9 on: life: which is an difignation ofthe benefice, 
which was not then extinct ; and not of the office 
which was extinct. The power conferred upon them 
by the faid act cangiveno ſtrength ro rhe argument: 
becauſe thete i8/ fo juriſdiction granted rhereby te 
them, biit only power to viſit Hoſpitals: which the 
Patlizm, might have gratited to any perſon: but was 
moſt propet to the(> idle tirulars of benetices , who 
tight beſt zeend the {ame g' at inploy moans for 
their repararion, Art this chargeis lkewifecommu- 
hicare by act of" Parliament ts all Chanceflonrs of 
this Kirigdome fot the time being: And as co the 
71. 20t 15795 we repoat che former anſwers that Sw- 
periwtendents andCommiſrioneriatrs there joyacd with 
theBrfbeps ; ro how th no power is granted unto 
thein'ss Biſhops, bit Commw/viopcys fromrhe Kirk, and 
the name is ſtill uſed , becauſe thebenefice was not 
extinct, but they were known by that appetlacion. 

* The acts -6f Partianitnt 1 5/8: r; wore berter' al- Anent the 
TeHgedfor A Rtmblies then Bybops, for itis aniexprefſe <7 1531, 
tion of the former as ofabolition of Biſhops, 
-- rogatis of all acts or conſtieurions,caanons civil 
rianticipelliconttare ro the ors 7 
profeſt' Within this kingdom: whith/i hot only clear - 
expreſt inthe words: but if they were doubtſome 
'a8 thy us not } were manifeſt for rhelt reaſons. 
, the Aﬀſembly holden ar Edinburgh, about the 
| E 2 


Firſt 


very 
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very ſameday, honoured with the preſence of his 
Majeſties Commiſſioners acknowledged by himto 
have condemned Epiſcopacie whereunto tem pu 
juriſdiction is annexed : and the Aſſembly declaring 
that fundtion to be againſt the word of Godaad acts 
of the Kirk , thereupon did ſupplicatthe Parliamenr 
that they ſhould make no ads repugnant to the word 
of God, eſpecially concerning Bſbops. Secondly, 
the King and Eftates by that ac ratifieth alla&s made 
for mantainance of the libertie of the true Kirk of 
God, preſently profeſſed within this Realmeand py- 
ritic therof: which preſent profeſſioncan be no other 
then that which was received by the Kirk aad AL. 
ſembly then preſently ſyripg ſo. near the Parliament 
at Edinburgh, which had approven the Preſbyteriall 
government, condemned the Epiſcopall, and ratified 
the ſhort confeſsion ſimal & ſemel , wherein the Eſtates 
had ſworn to the Preſbyteriall and abjured Epiſcopal 
government, Thirdly, this ratification of the former 
ads of Parhament muſt be interpreted,acconding rg 
the words thereof, to be inall points, whichare not 
prejudiciall to that purizy of Religionand liberty of 
the Kirk preſently profeſſed within«his Realme, Agd 
- _ atthis timethe wholeEſtats had ſubſcribed therthore 
Confeſhon,and ſo ſwornto the diſcipline, ſrt. down 
in the book of diſcipline,which by this ac israrified 
ia the firſt place, before any ſpeciallegumeration of 
particular- a&s, - Foarthly , it hath been; formerly 
ſhownethat-in:the.,preceeding aQs. of | Parka 
where «Arch-biſhops'or Biſhops are —_— 
hath been by reaſon of their benefice, and.not their | 
office: whichthe Parliament couldnotgive them be» 
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ng abr y Aſſembly: or having intended really 
—_— any place, would nothavejoyned Sm. 
perintendents and other Chmmiſkoners with them: 
or otherwiſe they are named as having <quall power 
with the Soperimtendents and other Commiſhoners, 
as in the convention at Leerhz and conforme to the 
time,efpeciallyr572, and:r1573» Wherein ſome ritu- 
lars or poſſeſſors of prelacies, ſocalled inthe 46.aRt 
of the Parliament 1572, had a commiſhon from the 
Kirk like unto S»perintendents , which was nor fully 
untill x5 80; But allchis was without preju- 

dice of the Kirk her libertie, to recall her own com» 
miſtion. from. theſe who were provided to prelacies; 
and ra condemne their hpiſcopal offices, whereunto 
they »fcrived. the power ;- which they really had by 
their commiſſion: as the Kirk did-upon good reaſons 
abrogare the office of yore mens without im- 
punging of the ſaids ats of Parliament (which were 
neverreſtinded till 1592), whereby it he videnrt;thar 
though rhis a&-ot Parliameot x58 14 ratibeche for- 
mer acts wherein 4rch-biſbops, Biſhops, Superintend; 
ents, or other Commiſhoners of the Kirkare. named, 


yer ſceing the ſaidsaRsare «/tergartveconceived, the ._ 
vigourandefficacie thereof (ubliſts by this xatificati- ., 


on-inthe laſt alternative; yizss Commiliancrs from 


the Kirk , Dyoces or Provinceſeeingthe remanent © 


were formerly condemaed:; eſpecially by. this AG 
fembly of Edinburgh boldenthetimegt the Parlia- 
nent}. Fiſchly , this ratification: 5844 aftheformer 
acts made in favours of thetrue Religion repeating 
only the ricles of- theſe acts and-not themſetyes, 
cannot importany corroborgion ofthe olhices _—_ 

ol the . 


Anent the 
att 1584, 
and the 
third Effat 
of Parlias 
mers, 


('3t) 
the titles meationed in theſe Farmer acts: becrufe thit 
eifcation, catt only beextendedeorhe marter, and 
not to che drſrgnation of the perſons, expreſt inthe 
former acts. whuch is only perſonalt and circamftan- 
tiall as for in{kance, ths act 158r. could not confer 
atty poweroranplopantne Superintendent r: lye- 


cauſc rhat office Was C_ ogate and our of the 
Kirk.Bur therrae meaning of heat that ratifying 
— ſubſtagce and matter in favours of the Kirk and 


jr dochimeuſtrheexccation ro theſe whom 
cho" Kirk fhalt lawfully auttivrize with conmiſhken 
fortharead, which is moremanifctt in the x 14. act 
Par. ts, 1592. whereinthisace 158r, andalltheacrs 
therein containedare ratified quo ad mareriann and yer 
ll 4rchbifpoprand Commaſtimars are diſcharged and 
all Ecclefiaſticall:nlatrers Tubjected-vo Predbyreries. 
Sixchly, it cannot probabl 
by ris ratification the NPs 
wet nt yo mnrtinsgeor yt Went Kickuny fs 
cridnſorecermly candenned CE REIING: 
dliesat DundiriyBo. and of GYaſgow and Edinburgh, 
3581,immediacl wenn 4 | 
The acts of at' #534. are of ſeveral n4- 
euces, Burtt were procefted: the Mind. 
Rergof Bu imthenanoofthe Kick FScorland, 
ut the text 'orolfe of Fdabiweh, whe chey were 
proclainetl and asthey were madein thattime which 
was called the howre of dark in this Kirk, tirran- 
nized bythe Bate of 49+ Arran, fo ar6 they enptelly're- 
peatedl!3 5212p, 1x4. 712! 
Anett'the act of PaxHarnent 1584. For the three 
fas, and {ofurch, To wewer: Prime, thee the ny 
om 


agree with —_ wy 
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from the year of God 1580. 1581, thatthe Confeſ- 
fion was ſubſcribed, unto the year 1597. all this 


time was by continuall acts condemning the officeof 


Biſhops, their ſpirituall, their temporall, their whole 
eſtate, their confuſion ofcivill and Ecclefiaſticall jus 
rildiction , and craving in Councell and Parhament 
the diſſolution of Prelacies and theerection of Prefs 
byteries. 

2, De f«to the former Biſhops being cooriarally 
proceſſed and ſenteaced by the Kirk, thele who pres 
fumed to uſp that office CORSIRIe bY, 008 Kirk, 
namely M*, Patrick Adamſon, and M*, Robert Maunt- 
gowrie inthe year 1582+ 2584. 1586. they werede- 
prived and excommynicate by this Kirk before the 
Parliament, 2589. Kam 

3. De facto no Eccleſiaſticall Bybop vored in Par- 
liament but Afowntgomric and iAdenſen, who were 
taken in by. the Earle of 4»r4n, unto the Parliamenc 
holden in «M49 at Edinbwgh 3 5 fs pf Ore the 
three Eftates rautficth the honow and digaitic of the 


| three Eſiaes; ſo that as theſe rwo Biſbops caanorbee 
| called the third Efrate which doth ratifie,ſothe Eftare 


of a cannot be called theskird E#ate, which is 
ratified : eſpecially ſceingbe that ſame Parliamens in 
the 132, act. 3«hops of the Diocicare but nominate 
the Kings Commiſſioners. And in tbe laſt actof that 


| ſame Parliament, printed of oldia black lentr, there 


onde Kings Common granted 10 the 
on 


- 4+ From 1582, till the year 2597. the quatterdo- 


| ethnot cneaorcancite any act of Parliament exprel- 
| ly nominating any ccclekaſticall Biſhap but thatinthe 


1584 
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1584, whetein heis hamed as oneamonght other the 
Kings Commiffioncrs, whereof ſome were meereſe- 
calar perſons. * 

F. It is clear by the firſt act of the ninth Parlia- 
ment 15'$4. and rhe eleventh act'of the 10, Parlia- 
ment 1585. that Biſhopricks, Prelacies, Abbacies, Pry- 
ories , Nynries "were then thought ro bee alike int 
Kings hands , were granted to whatſoever perſons 
being his ſubjects,albeir they brooked no office in the 
Kirk: ſv thar ſomeof theſe lord-ſhips and Barronies 
wereerrected before r587.-and excluded from the 
annexation. 

6. As the Kirk had ever been craving the diſſolu- 
tion of Prelacics, and condemtiing the temporall as 
well as the ſpirituall Eſtate of 8jbepr by their act 
ofthe Aſſembly r58r, and by their cenſure of the 
Presbyteric of Striviling for admitting Myntgomrie 
tothe remporality of the Biſhoprick of G/a//zow,and 
cenſure of Mowntzomrie for aſpyring thereto, con- 
trareto the word of God and at of the Kirk in the 
Aſſembly r587.-1«#/. So in the 11, Parl, of King 
Tames the fixt 29- of Inuly 1587. 29.a&t. The three 
Eſtates of Parliament annexeth to the crown, all 
Lofdſhips' and Barronies pertaihing to whatſoever, 
Archbiſhops , or Biſhops , Abbots , Pryors, Nunnes, and 
Aunkes: reſerving alwayes to Archbiſhops , Biſhops, 
Abbots, Pryors, Pryoreſſts , commendators , and others | 
poſſeflours ofgreat Benefices of the eſtate of Prelates, | 
and which before had or hath vote in Parliament, the- 
ptincipall Caſtles and Forralices :whereby itis clear: 
that the yl curie naming three Eſtats did no wayes 
include Miniſters being3iſbops:(ecing no ecclefiaſticall 
$14. Biſhops 
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Biſhops fate inthatParliament, nor could ſit: becauſe 
the only two Biſhops of the time Adamſon and Monts 
gomery , were before depryved and excommunicar, 
and certainly they neither would nor could have 
ficren as an Eſtate in Parliament to abrogaterheir own 
eſtate and lordſhips,and temporall land, where-upon 
that at acknowledgeth any right they had , did dee 
d, 2. Irisclear that — or Biſhops, Ab« 
s, Pryors, &c. all alike vored in Parliament of old, 

not by reaſon of their eccleſiaſtical office , but b 

reaſon of their great benefices and lordſhips: whic 
hereis ſaid ro have had vote in Parliament : for that 
cannot be relativeto the perſons , as unto Pryoreſies : 
but unto the benefices. So that - Miniſters voted 
not as Miniſters in name of the Kirk , bur as poſ- 
ſeſſours of theſe great benefices or Barronics : and 
others who were not eccleſiaſticall perſons being 
titulars; and poſſeſſours of theſe great benefices both 
communi iylo were called, Biſhops, Abbots', ee. by 
vertue ofthe benefice without any office,iri the rolls 
of Parliament, and inthe a&t of Aſſembly rt 58 7, 
The Biſhoprick of Cathnes is ſaid to vaike by deceaſe 
of Robert Earle of March, the Kings Uncle: And 
the Aſſembly in their letrer to the King declareth, ta 
be againſt the word of Gov and acts of the Kirk, 
to preſentand admir any Miniſter to that Biſhoprick, 
as alſo ſome of theſe titulars , and poſſeſſours of the 
benefices , albeit they had no ecclefiaſticall office, 
did ſome times ryde and yote in Parliament. 3. Iris 
clear that thethree Eſtars by raking away from Arch- 
biſhops,and Biſhops,rheir lordſhips Barronies,and rems 
porall lands,they took away their vote in __ 

| F whic 
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which dochnor ſubGif, bur in and by the benefige, and 
thereforcecclefaaſticall perſags, Ron tothe Goſpel 
for want of their great _ , bad no votein Par- 
liamenc, till the x 5 97, (albeit all the jnterveencd acts 
are made by tho three Eſtates , } whezeia the Kings 
Majeſtic.reforcth Miniſters to che tithes and dignitigs 
of Prelacics, which ſhowerh that before they were 
diſponed 'te others then Miniſters 3-and; providerh 
that Miniſters (preſented t0 theſe ticles and digairies, 
and to the begefice of Byſbopricks, ſhall kave vare in 
Parliament; which ſhowerh thar the benchce and-nat 
the office giveth right to vote in Parliament , like as 
thevery aft of Parliament 16906.acknowledgeth,that 
by the at of annexation of therawporality of bene, 
cecothe Crown 1 587. the eſtateaf Ziſhops were ig- 
dircttly aboliſhed: and therchore behovedtore- 
ſcind thea& of annexation anent the benefice, and re- 
tore them totheſe ticles, and dignitics , before Mis. 
niſters.could: voce in Parliament, but rheſe as. alſo 
are bereafier anſwered, 7. But asfor 130. at 1584. 
no Biſbep istherein mentioned : and yer it is adduced, 
for Biſbops,, becauſethe three Eſtates are thereinnam- 
he gry ar .of which, the Predate claumerh to bee 
camprehended,bur why more hechen hetr,ang Pry- 
ors formarly abeliſhed, as well as Epiſcopecie.t. why 
more by thas ac, then- many former made when 
Biſpaps peiches rode, fate., nos vored in, Parliament : 
butwereexpugacd ourefthis Kirk, and yerthe acts, 
were all mage; by the threg Eſtates,, whach albeit it 
needcth r.ong-ather damonſtrationthen that it is /tx lus 
carie,, carchilly obſerved in this Kingdowe : Yer the 
raihk, is, that; the- Nohiluie, Barrons, and Burrows 


WCcrec 
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werethe three Eſtates of chis 


hjany twa- 


 deryears after C i /Bithops was 
iathis Kindome ,a31s Ces Bo4- 
riw,.and acknowledged _— his . Chroni. 
cles : and rare Biſhops = r expreſly 
the tlirce Eſtares 6f thego gry. rhe. and 


makeall afts of Parliament,” Yea, after che 15.9 2. 
where Biſhops were diſcharged, tor if Biſhops were 


 < anEftate, there behoved to befoureEſtares of Parli- 


- Ment; as there are ſo many-clamed inthe Commiſſion 
granted 'by King Tau»; an dang Cuatis viz 
-The Clargie, Nobulicie,! Barros, ad Bortows , 

andthat as cccleſiafticall perſons ſeparate t6 the Go- 
ſpel, ſince the refarmacion, were never wartantetl 

Q, yoicein.Parlianiens,; white 191977,.S& on) the; 0- 
ther part y:the Battons are) andhary beets 45ary H- 
Nateof parlizmencin uncdarravertd polſeffionof vo- 

ting in Parliament; conforme tojrho ror. act Parl, 7. 

King Jax 3 the firit;renewed agdiniinthe Parliatnenc 


1585; andr2 587-dt at2%! $06 che 
Chamois aregordaindd tbbeedfr mn Ir 


rons a5unto an Eftaee of Parkamen:::oven as'they 
Thall be. dire unto other Eftares;; to wit, The\No- 
.balitic and Borrows: whichrinthar as metitioned, 
So inchis ſamed@ofParbamear{ which athoinar- 
ive xelaterh rhe bygbne grear: decily 6b 1he ecloſi- 
alicall Eſtate.) There arccxpreſt'three'cornpleac E- 
Kates inParliament,'Fhic Nobiktie, Barrons,and Bor- 
r0W%.Andas im Lewithe chreeBftdres arc incize wirhs 
orMitifters voners inPartiement, Soalſo, 
ir is moſt expedient, and arcctfar' for rhe [iberric" of 
——_—_— ofche King and —_— king- 


dome 


Anent the 
alt I 5 87, 


—— 
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dome: That no Miniſters vote in Parliament, as is 
more clearly and largely proved in the reaſons of the 


Proteſtation, giveninto Parliament | _ the fame, 


1606. AndintheaRof this Aſſembly againſt civill 
places of Kirk-men. 

Asforthe 131. act x 584. no Biſhop is therein men- 
tioned togetany benefite thereby,and far leſle can the 
ſame reach to the prejudice of the late Aſſembly , 
which was indicted by his Majeſtie,and is anordinare 
judicatoricallowed by the laws of Godand man: like 
as it isanſwered in our proteſtation , more largely. 

And for the r32. and 13 3. actof the faid Parlia« 
ment 1584.thereis no Eccleſiaſticall priviledge orau- 
thority thereby granted to Bſbops as Biſbops; but only 
a power okcogmtion: wherein the Parliament hath 


joyned others the Kings Commiſſioners with them, 


only as the Kings Commitſsioners: and granted the 
Fame unto perſons with them : but the King 
could hever provide them to the office and juriſgicri- 
on af Biſhops, which was aboliſhed by many acts of 


The 23. act 1587, worketh directly againſt Biſhops: 
being agenerall ratification ofallacts formerly made 
anenrtthe religian preſenely profeſt inthis kingdome: 
which mu&inchde the acts aboliſhing Eps es 
but cſpecialy, fſceing: inthe ſame Parliament 1589. 
temporalllivings ate takin from the Biſhops, as well 
as the office was't 5 _—_ the ſame act —_— 

was granted int meaning, whercinthe Kirk 
Ska opraricn often condemned 


aud rhe lien ofthe 


," as contraire to' Gods'word, 
Kirk , and approved a 
| i 


— 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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riall government, as flowing from the pure foun- 
taine of Gods word. 


It faleth in here to be remarkedthat the aR 114.4999 4,,»t the 
-1 592. is never alleadged: and that becauſe it not only a# 1592, 


revocks in particular the foreſaid acts r584- but in 

allother acts contrary to that diſcipline rhen 
eſtabliſhed, and in particulare, the Aſſemblies, Preſ- 
byrrics and Synods, with the diſcipline and juriſdi- 
dion ofthis Kirk,are ratified and eſtabliſhed,as moſt 


| juſt and Godly, not withſtanding whatſoever ſta- 


tures, afts, cannons, civill or municipall laws made 
mthecontrare : whereunto his Majeſtics prerogative 
is declared to be no wayes prejudicial. Further the 
ſaidaRtab allacts granting commiſhon to BY- 
ſhops, and ow conſtitute in Eccleſiaſticall 
cauſes z and ordaineth preſentationto benefices ro be 
dire to Presbyteries, with power togivecollation 
thereupon: And ſo containeth a ratification of the 
heads of Policie ſet dowa in the ſecond book of 
diſcipline. Which a& is renewed a 60, amv-1593. 
and the power of Presbyteries acknowledged 1594. 
at 129. and was never reſcindedexpreſly i» totwm; 
bur —_—_ by the ratification of thea@ of Glsſ- 
gow. Whi ——_ w> +7 fatierherx 
anſequentt: {ceing t embly of Glaſgow is now 
ett and] ble reaſons declared to have been 
null 4 #nitio:and fo this a& of Parliament, wiſely 0» 
micted by the colleQer tothe Commilſionersgrace 
my ſerve alone, without. our preceeding -ſpeciall 
anſwers, for clearing thewholepreeecdiogadts, - 


- The 23.a& 1597. granteth thepriviledge ofa voice eArore rhe: - 
in Parliament tothe whole Kirkzand unger chat name alt{ 1592» 


£0. 
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© toAbbots, or other perſons provided to prelacies; 


as well as " Biſhops: even as in tume of papiſtrit; So as 
$. Robert Spettiſwood', Abbot of New.abbay road 
Vicceafiericiactiimene! : which was both unwarrant- 
able ang —_— Which: doth nothiag| contribute 
forthe vantage, becauſc albeit: the benefice 
was fat cr, Vetrainhee the King nor the Parlia- 
ment ii elcheodice ſo oftcondemned by 
this Ki hich is alſo acknowledged inthe fame 
act; beeaufo: after: the. granting'to them of the ſaid 
voice; the Parſiament reniicerh chem to.che King and 
the Aﬀembly, concetningrheir office intheir ſpititu- 
all: policie:aad government inthe Kirk.” 2, The ſaid 
act beareth expreſly tobe but prejudice of the juriſ- 
diction & diſciplineof the Kirk, bib acts of 
Parliament made in any timeprecceding, and permit- 
ted by the faidacts to  __ andgenerall AC 
ſemblies, andother oever Pregbyterics and Sef- 
ſions of rhe)Kirk: and fo: the :fame cannot detogat 
from 'rhe- former aces ratify ingtbepreſttceliſcipline 
of the Rirk,eſ) the faiqacr 1592:nor yetiffom 
the acts of the ly abjuring Epifcoparie; 3« The 

priviledge is granted: upon condition they be! actuall 
Paſtors Ind Miniſters. An And: Como mieatbitiywoeld 
and themfeves pifwirh gaod pie 
clame the berieficeofthat acr. 4.Tharprivil 
obcruded,and e&to be atroduced.in edlir 
bo bers dncommprſle vice chair onialh iberia 

x t 
as —_— of up wicbtirinah beareths 
.-- Wpor undeniable reaſons. 5. When yoice in Padlia- 

- ment was firſt plaaſible obtruded upon the Kirk, it 

Was 


I —_— —— > gs 
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was neicher proponded nor tolerated in other tearms 
thea that valy ſuch ſhould have vote in Parliament, 
ashad commidion fromthe Kirk. Sothat not as 34. 
ſhops , but as Miniſters, Commiſfioners from the 
Kirk , they had vote in Parliament. Like as the AC 
{mbly ar Montroſe, 1600, being {o hardly preſt by 
authority, that they could nor get it alrogether re. 
fulcd ( atbeir in their conference at Haly-rad-houſe, 
1599. they proponcd unan{werable reaſons agat 

this, andall other civill places: of Paſtours )ſcr down 
cauizons, binding the Miniſters vorers im parliament, 


* to bee inſert in the at of Parliameurt ſubſequent: 


which was omitted noewichſtanding of the 8:/bops 
oath and durie in the contrare z farthe breach where- 
of they arenow moſt juſtly cenſured. 6.. The ra- 


| rificatoric as of the priviledges of the Kirk and 


Diſcipline thereof then profeſt, are nor thereby 
abrqgat , but notwichſtanding thereof muſt ſtand 


| 4n force, becauſe it is ever underſtaed , and fre» 
| queritly provyded:in Parkament,tharall as there. 
| of are made ſa{vs jure evjuſirbet; farremore ſalvojure 


| eccleſie & ſponſe Chriits, when 


ſhe is robbed of 
her right without audience : cfpecially ſeeing her 
right , is uſually ratified inelie frit aofevery Par. 
liament. 7 Aldeit it were granted, tharbythis A&tof 
Parliament,or any whatſoever the Prefates had voice 


| in Parliament, yet thardoth norexcimethem- from 


| Eccleſiaſtick conſe, norforefaulr the Kirks right, 
| whereby ſhe may condemne them fortheirtranſyreſ(- 
| fions: as now this Aſſembly moſt juſtly harh done, 
| forby their own caveats, whoſoever iseccleſiaſtical- 
Þ ccalied by Bresbyrerics and provincial Adin 
ro ies, 
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blies, ipſo faZo loſeth his benefice and vote in Par- 
lament. 8, Further, the Biſhops in their declinatour 
profeſſe they never had commiſſion from this Kirk 
to voicefor her in Parliament,according tothe cauti- 
ons ſet down in the Aſſembly at Montroſe: for the 
which cautions that Aſſembly was never challenged, 
as trinching upon the thirdEſtate. 


The at of parliament 1 6 © 6. is coincident with 


the nature of the gerery for albeit the 
King and parliameat might have reponed them to 
their rents, treends, lands, &c. which were annexed 


to the Crown; yea, might have diſponed to them 
any part ofthe patrimonic of the Crown, If lord! 

titles and civi _ inthe perſons of paſtours ſc- 
paratto the Goſpel , had been lawfull, yetcould not 
give them the ſpirituall office, and juriſdiction ſpi- 
rituall , which was aboliſhed and abjured by many 
preceeding afts of Aſſembly and parliament fore. 


Cited, Et quodillud tanturs agebater , is evident by the 


whole ſtraine of the A, reponingthem, for remeed 
of their contempt and povertie to their dignitics,pri- 
viledges, livings , rents, lands , and teinds: and this 
alwayes limited, as was competent to them , ſince 
the reformation of Religion in the reformed Kirk : 
From which time their office and juriſdifion ſpiri- 
tuall was alwayes extin. Which is evidently ac- 
knowledged in the act of Parliament 1592. and ex- 
preſly in the at of parkiament 1597. granting voice 
in parliament to Miniſters. Which albeit it wasthe 
firſt ſtep to Epiſcopacie , yet the parliament thereby 
hath remitted the office of Biſhops in their ſpirituall 
policic and government (as not pertaining to os 
civ 
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civill place"ahd'juriſditian) to the King and che ge- 
ferall Aſſembly'of Miviſters , as properly 1gng. 
to:them; but prejudice alwayes of the juriſdictiog. 
and diſcipline ofthe Kirk, permitted by many acts of 
Parliament, (whereof that 1592, forecicedis one) to 

| -provinciall Ademblies, PreSbyreries and: 
Seſfioas of the Kirk, which weremever prejudged, 
neither by the as 606.4n0r by the at 160g. albeit; 


corruption was then faſt advancingitil the year 1612 

at which rime cripcodarrrhetom the | 

Eftates had takentheadvice ofthe | em-- 

bly ar Glaſgow, anent their office and ſpiritual jurif- 

diction formerly remitted tothem: as is clear inthe 

a of Parliament 1612. relative to that remit inthe 
Parliament 1597. which for that canſe is alſo omit- 

ted by the quotter. «wp 

-  Likeas alſo the a& of Parliament i 609g. reſtoreth Awenr 


. 
them oaly to temporall juriſdition,and priviledges, the a7 | 
lawfully pertaining to them and owing from-his 1609... - |: 
Majeſtic, as any other ordimarie. juriſdiction .doeths | 
with reſervation of the Kings ſupremacic and prero, 
gative therein: which can no wayes comprehendtheir 1 


Eccleſiaſticall office, becauſe the ſameis not a tem. 
porall juriſdiction , neither did lawfully pertaineto 
them, but by the law of Gad, andaQyof this Kirk 
after reformation: and by theaG 1592. was abrogat 
and taker fromrchem: and the Eccleſiaſticall powes 
eſtabliſhed in Presbyteries.. Sothat if it bean;Eccle, 
ftaſticall office, .it cannot low from the King , who | 
cannot makea Miniſter, Door, Elder,or Deacon in - 
the Kirk ;-albeit he may preſent a Miniſter madeby.. 
the Kino af Kings to the Kirk; neither can the Pars . 
G. laamear- - 


CA nent 
the att 
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| Halnent inſt tute originally any Eccleflaſticalt office 


Wrhe Kitk// 25 is before faid. Further chewftcrided 
ſcope of tare is qnfyhe reſtitution vf Commi- 
ſeriats'and 'tetn Juriſdiction flowing from his 
Majeſtie:as is clear bycheatt it ſelf, bearing tharthey 


SnE— tivitedges and juriſdictions fjranced 
i 'Majeſte, ane! rodkteeyintes ewern.cs 


their i fat Tye them and omg , (awtullic 
ec _ owing from his Maje 
hom oy reno rethporall Ra rifle dook 
fo i hls juriſdiction of Commiſſery 
ko A no'wayes any ſpirimuatl ju- 
pe x eom ratione : which by Gods 
word and the laws of the Ki was abjured m 


het;an8 eſtabliſhed Aſſemblies Presbyrexies, 8c, 
As is many times before repeated. ' But toconvince 
them furcher it is notor that borh 1606, and 1609. 
they road in Parliamenr,andby their own i voicesand 


| theiniquity 6ftherime,madethefaidaRs withourin- 


tHe cautivris made ar . e, withoutany 
cottmifiet frotiithe Kirk, contrairerothe fail cant 
— their owt oath given for ebſervance there- 
». rd cetera Kirk of Scotland did proteſt ſo- 


_— erably, novonlythe uinlaw- 
falneie' nie remying - rhe regard 
alſo of the civill places iti perſoavef Paſtors, from 
Gods word , 'our confeffion of Faith. 15 8$04atsof 
this Kirk and Kingdome;” ber this proteftation be- 
 X-wane by. thrern Wis prinitecitothe view ofthe 


And 2s for the x@-of Partarnent 1917, i m_—_ 
fer Ut conſecration wo the Gffige, without 


-_ ing 
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ceedingat ofthe Kirk, whichis not aleadged: bur 

the contraice, the Kirk, decker condemaddihe 
office, and digparticularly' proteſagaiaſt char at of 
Parliament. Moreover this a" is builded upon the 
fuppaſedground of Glaſgow Afﬀembly r 61 0. which 
Forijafallable reaſons is now annulled: and ſonoten- 
dy chisia& 1615. burall after acts, racifying the ſame, 


\fall ex canſequents; both by the lightof reaſon , law 
andgcatiſc of chis Kingdome. For when theprinci- 


alladt or rghr ratifed dochtall, che fabſequent ra- 
rificarion Fakes ipſo: — ia this caſe , when 
civill laws in Eccletaſticall matters, canaot be made 
-oviginally , nor ſubſiſt after the abolition of the Ec- 
lckaRticat conſtitutions , which chey © rdainewnder 
rivill andtion'30 be obeyed : and yer being onecan- 
nulled chey-cannorbe obeyed, Andifurther-aven that 
corrupt Aſſembly of Glaſgow 16 10. which is now 
declared to have beennull 46 initeo., did never reſtore 
the office of a dioceſian Bifhop before condemned in 


this'Kirk ; 'but-did-co far enlarge and extendthe po- 


yer of theſe who were providedta the'benefice of 
Biſhops ; and yet alwayes under cautions and limita- 
tions ſworn unto : which they never obſerved; and 
upon condition of their ſubicction for cenſure to, 

carly Aſſemblies: which they have noe 
Leeped, t impeded, and ſo they ought not to clame 
the benefice of theſe acts of Parliament concluded by 
their own voyces, and proteſted againſt by the Kirk 
of Scotland and violared by themſclves. 


Andlaſt, for anſwer to all acts of Parliament what. Concls- 
ſoever, let the Chriſtian Reader conſider, if, asthe ſow, 


Aſſembly lazely conveened by his Majeſtics indicti- 
G 2 "= 
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on in the nameof Ieſus Chriſt, ſhould judge (and 
hath proceeded )by the word of God alone ; and nor 
by acts of Parliament: ſo we areoblidged by our oath 
made to God, to returne to-the dorineand diſcip- 
line of this Kirk 1580. and renounce all ſubſequent 
ads contrary thercunto, and prejudiciall to the puri- 
tie of reformation. and the Kirk, in whoſe favours 
any pretended priviledges is granted , andthatoutof 
, experience of reall prejudice, andthe.pungent fins of 
» our oath and er of-perjuric ; under whichithis 
Kingdomelieth: for the which we ardeatly deprecat 
Gods wrath , and beg mercy toevery one of us who 
are gull Ys and muſt ſtill continue ourcarneſt and 

upplicatians to his Majeſtic for redrefle: as 
we ſhall - m_ —_—— God, fer preſerving the 
ſacred perſon of our dread Soveraigne, and 
ating his reigne and his Royall poſterity over this 
land ſolong as the world indureth, 


| Reviſed according to the ordinance of the general/ 
Afembly , by me M*, A. Thonſton Clerk therers: 
Edinb, 14 of | | 


Feb. 1639. 


FINIS. 


602. 


